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1.0 Powerhouse Campus Overview 

Powerhouse Campus, created by Mediasphere, is a complete school intranet solution that provides your school 

with a platform that delivers integrated communication, collaboration, file sharing and homework organisation 

for teachers, students, parents and all members of your school. 

Powerhouse Campus provides a single dashboard (Class Pages) for 

teachers with simple widgets to integrate all of your e-learning and 

web based applications. Use widgets on your Teacher Class Pages to 

link to Moodle, BlackBoard, Edukate, ClickView, StudyWiz, 

EduMate, Masterfile, your library catalogue and all other 

applications that are delivered via your intranet or the Internet. 

Powerhouse Campus is simple to use and automates many time 
consuming tasks for teachers including attendance, sharing classroom documents, scheduling homework, 
receiving student work and communicating with parents. 

Powerhouse Campus presents your school with 
unrivalled flexibility, management and scalability 
and your complete online school community 
with these benefits: 

¶ Centralises all school, class and parent 
communication  

¶ Consolidates all networked applications 
in one interface  

¶ Online classrooms  with content and 
links  

¶ Online portals for students, teachers and 
parents  

¶ Online portals for other members of the 
school community  

¶ Automation of administration workflows  

 

 

 

 

Powerhouse Campus is an Australian product that has been built in collaboration with over 30 Australian schools 

from all states and territories over the past 3 years. 

Powerhouse CampusΩ scalable 

technology means your school can 

turn on or off the exact functions 

to accommodate all of your 

existing projects and initiatives. 



Powerhouse Campus Information Pack 

©2010 Mediasphere    Page 4 of 17 

 

1.1 Powerhouse Campus Dashboards 

Powerhouse Campus offers a range of workspaces and dashboards for all members of your school community: 
¶ Teacher Dashboard  
¶ Student Dashboard  
¶ Parent Dashboard  
¶ Administration Dashboard  
¶ Co-curricular Dashboard  
¶ Principal Dashboard  
¶ School Council / Board Dashboard 
¶ Additional admin dashboard  

The Powerhouse Campus Dashboards can be enabled or disabled, depending on the scope of your School 
Intranet. For instance, your school could enable dashboards for:  

¶ Teachers and staff only and deliver a school intranet that centralises all news, events, messaging, 
documents, timetables, calendars and more 

¶ Teachers and students and deliver an intranet that features online classrooms with personal class pages, 
calendars, homework, file shares, communication and more 

¶  Teachers, students and parents and deliver a complete school portal with online classrooms, contextual 
information streams, access to learning resources, homework, calendars, news and more 

In addition your school can deploy dashboards for your co-curricular staff, administration staff, Principal and 
School board. All dashboards integrate seamlessly and instantly. No programming is required. 

 

Powerhouse Campus is a revolutionary new application that provides your teachers, students and parents with 
online classrooms that link your documents, homework, class calendars, videos, audio, learning objects with a 
single mouse click.  

The Campus is the glue that links all of your 
e-learning projects and connects your 
library and other web applications. Parents 
use the dashboard to access their child’s 
classes, view homework, download 
newsletters and forms and access 
calendars. Powerhouse provides a rich 
communication and collaboration tools for 
your school community. 
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1.2 The Range of School Dashboard s 
 
Powerhouse Campus features a range of dashboards that you may wish to enable or disable for your school 
community. For instance if you wish to operate a base intranet for your school, simply enable teacher, staff, 
principal, ancillary staff and admin staff dashboards. When ready, you can then enable other dashboards such as 
parent and student dashboards to offer a full school portal. The dashboards include: 
 

Dashboard Functions 

  
Teacher Dashboard A portal for teachers to publish class pages, class calendars, 

homework, news and access documents and information 
  
Student Dashboard A portal for students to upload homework and access class pages, 

information, activity pages, bookmarks, documents and information 
  
Parent Dashboard A portal for parents to access information on their child, view class 

pages, school news, documents, contacts and events 
  
School Board / Council Dashboard Secure portal for school board / council members with access to 

forums, meeting minutes, agendas and file shares 
  
School Board Administration Dashboard Secure portal for the School / Company Secretary to upload key 

documents and information onto the Board Dashboard  
  
Principal Dashboard Secure portal for the Principal that has super administration status 

with access to all classes, activities and dashboards 
  
Ancillary Staff Dashboard A portal for staff employed by the school in administration areas 

such as finance, marketing, grounds, cleaners etc. 
  
Activity Staff Dashboard A portal for staff employed by the school that provide co-curricular 

roles such as coaches, music staff, debating staff etc. 
  
Administration Staff Dashboard A base portal for school administration staff to publish news, 

schools announcements and access to attendance functions 
  
Administration Manager Dashboard A full portal for administration managers to add documents for 

staff, class covers, add students and classes and news streams 
  
IT Administration Dashboard A full portal for the IT Administration Manager to import school 

data, manage quotas, file sizes, bandwidth and dashboards 
  
  

To understand more about the functions of these dashboards, please review the following information on a 
sample of the dashboards. 
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1.3 The Teacher Dashboard  ɀ Class Pages and Personal Calendars  

The Class Dashboard in the Powerhouse Campus is at the centre of most communication and activity. When the 
teacher logs onto the portal they will see their timetabled class links at the top of the Teacher Dashboard. The 
teacher selects one of their classes and the Class Dashboard for that subject is displayed.  

 
The simple and intuitive functions allows the teacher to maintain each Class Dashboard by adding notes to the 
class, reminders, work tasks and links to documents. The class Dashboard provides the following functions for the 
teacher: 

¶ Upload of class notices  
¶ Upload of class homework  
¶ The ability for students to submit homework online via class drop box  
¶ Track students that have not submitted homework  
¶ My Schedule 
¶ Automatically publish homework into homework 

calendars and next task due streams  
¶ Run class forums on specific topics  
¶ Upload class documents into a share facility  
¶ Upload private class documents  
¶ Link videos  
¶ Upload interactive learning objects  
¶ Provide web links  
¶ Provide links to online web applications  
¶ Provide links to networked applications  
¶ Provide links to library resources  
¶ The ability to email / message the teacher   
¶ Automate class attendance  

 



Powerhouse Campus Information Pack 

©2010 Mediasphere    Page 7 of 17 

 

 

The teacher Dashboard features custom calendars (that can linked with Outlook and Google Calendars) and the 

Teacher Class Pages present information and links that relate only to the teacher’s class. Teachers use widgets to 

instantly add content to the class page (text, images, videos, audio, Flash, all file types, documents and 

homework). It is here where the teachers can add direct links to your library on online content management 

systems (i.e. Moodle). 
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1.4 The Teacher Class Pages Widgets 

The use of widgets is a time-saving innovation that allows teachers to add content and applications to their class 

pages. Teachers do not need technical skills to add blogs, video, audio, images, learning objects and web links. 

The simply upload the file or select the link and Powerhouse Campus completes the integration. In addition, 

teachers can link directly to their learning content management system, content repository, library catalogue and 

other web based application by adding the link to the widget and clicking OK. 
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1.5 The Student Dashboard  

The Student Dashboard 

Powerhouse Campus provides each student with a personalised Student Dashboard that helps them manage and 
access school communication, classes, homework, documents and access to key software applications. It links to 
their classes, their co-curricular activities and also enables them to link to other class pages in the school 

 
The key element of the Student Dashboard is the way it aggregates and manages homework tasks for the 
students. Homework tasks are presented in class pages, combined into a homework calendar and provided to the 
student in due date order.  The Student Dashboard provides each student with access to: 

¶ Timetabled classes  
¶ Sporting teams  
¶ Performing arts classes  
¶ Class bookmarks  
¶ Co-curricular groups  
¶ Personalised schedule  
¶ Daily calendar and My Schedule  
¶ Homework schedule  
¶ Personal documents - My Backpack  
¶ Homework due tasks  
¶ Student document share  
¶ Daily Notices  
¶ Student Notices  
¶ School Announcements  
¶ Student forums  
¶ School contacts  
¶ RSS news streams  
¶ Learning Objects 
¶ Videos 
¶ Audio files 
¶ Images 
¶ Image Galleries 
¶ Assignment drop-boxes 
¶ Class Forums 
¶ Additional class pages 
¶ Access to applications 
¶ Custom widget content and links 
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The Student Dashboard ɀ Calendar and Class Pages 

 

The student dashboard features custom calendars – left image - (that can integrated with Outlook and Google 

Calendars) and specific Class Pages – right image- that present information and links that relate only to the classes 

in the student’s timetable. The dashboard presents a homework tasks in chronological order and the student can 

view a central calendar with all events and tasks or select their individual class calendars.  

The students use the Class Pages to access news, web-links, homework tasks, forums and calendar. If the teacher 

has added a drop box, the student can submit assignments online and record comments with their submission. 

Students can select the Activity tab on the dashboard to access their co-curricular commitments. These may 

include sporting, cultural or instrumental activities. Staff responsible for a co-curricular activity have their own 

Activity Pages to publish information on training, practices, fixtures, documents and events. These Activity Pages 

are linked under this tab.  

The student can use the Bookmark tab on the dashboard to link to other classes that are not part of their 

timetable. The student may elect to subscribe to classes in lower years to access information they may require 

and students can extend their learning by linking to classes in higher levels. 

Parents are able to access their child’s Class and Activity Pages. 
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1.6 The Parent Dashboard  

The Parent Dashboard 

The real power of the Powerhouse Campus application is displayed in the integrated Parent Dashboard. The 
Parent Dashboard provides each parent with personalised portal that helps them understand how their child is 
progressing at school. A link is usually added to your school website and parents can login to access the portal. 

Powerhouse Campus provides each 
parent with a secure login account. The 
parent logs into Parent dashboard to 
access their child’s:  

¶ Personal student dashboard 
¶ Additional student dashboards 

are provided for other children  
¶ Homework tasks  
¶ Integrated homework calendar  
¶ Class and activity pages  
¶ Student Schedules 
¶ School events including Google 

maps for all games, excursions 
and special occasions   

¶ Current and archived school 
newsletters 

¶ Class news and school 
announcements 

¶ School contact information 
¶ Class teacher email contacts  
¶ Parent File Shares and form 

download facility 
¶ School quick links 
¶ Search facility to locate parent 

documents 
¶ Term and semester reports 

If appropriate, your school can also allow your parents to view their child’s homework archive with links to the 
assignments, teachers’ comments and grades. Note: the assignment drop-box automates the delivery of this 
homework archive if it is required by your school. 

The parent portal is designed to be accessed for computer and mobile devices to improve the relevance of the 
portal for your parents. For instance they may access the portal to receive wet weather information, newsletters, 
latest draws with Google map directions to sporting and co-curricular fixtures or just to view the latest homework 
that has been set for their child. 
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1.7 The IT Admin Dashboard  

Administration of the Powerhouse Campus 

Powerhouse Campus is a web-based intranet application that is accessed from a web server. The Powerhouse 
Campus Administration Portal enables a school to provide a totally customised deployment of the application 
with the ability to turn off and on functionality by nominating the required widgets. 
 
For instance if your school does not want to provide file sharing or personal files, the administrator simply does 
not deploy this widget. The administrator can deploy different versions of the application to meet the needs and 
requirements of specific year levels. In addition, the administrator can create custom widgets to link to your 
school's learning content management system, library system or online content repository. 
 
The Powerhouse Campus integrates with the school administration system and includes LDAP integration and 
network quota and traffic management 

¶ Import data  
¶ Manage users  
¶ Manage file share  
¶ Manage quotas  
¶ Manage forums  
¶ Manage messages  
¶ Manage contacts  
¶ Manage classes  
¶ Manage attendance  
¶ Manage dashboards  
¶ Manage LDAP  
¶ Manage traffic  

Set-up and Support  

 
Mediasphere and our integration partners offer a range of support services including: 

 

¶ Annual email support of 
Powerhouse Campus 

¶ A license to access Teacher, 
Student, Staff and Parent 
Powerhouse Campus 
Professional Development 

¶ Powerhouse Campus software 
installation and support (on 
your own web server) 

¶ Powerhouse Campus CSV 
School Data Import 

 
Review section 2.5 to access pricing for 
these and other services. 
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2.0  Powerhouse Campus Installation Option s  

One of the key features of Powerhouse Campus is the inherent flexibility in how your 

schools and teachers wish to deploy the solution. This flexibility also applies to the purchase and installation 

options. To meet the requirements of all schools, there are three Powerhouse Campus installation options. 

1.  Powerhouse Campus Server (pre-loaded on Acer servers) 

2. Powerhouse Campus Hosted (pre-loaded on Data Spot’s virtualised servers) 

3. Powerhouse Campus Network (downloaded and installed on your web server) 

 

Definitions 

2.1 Virtual Server  

A fully functional server containing an operating system (Windows, Mac OSX, etc) used to perform everyday tasks 

that a normal server would do such as email, websites, databases, file storage, etc.  

The only difference between a virtual server and a normal (or physical) server, is that a virtual server is run as a 

services(or software application) inside a physical server. A virtual server does not consist of any physical 

hardware and the virtual server runs completely isolated from the physical server it is run on.  

A virtual server requires a virtualisation software program that allows the virtual server to be run within a physical 

server. An example of a Virtualisation software program is VMWare. 

The virtual server will also appear to be a normal server and can be used as if it were an actual server on a 

network. 

2.2 The Powerhouse Campus Image 

A virtual server that has been built by Mediasphere and contains the fully functional Powerhouse Campus 

Website as well as any other supporting software and services required to run the Powerhouse Campus Website. 
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2.3 Powerhouse Campus Server 

The Powerhouse Campus Server Solution is a simple and scalable way to set up 

your school intranet. The Powerhouse Campus software is pre-installed on the 

Acer AT310 F1 server.  Mediasphere support the Powerhouse Campus software 

and Acer provide hardware support on the server. 

Order the Powerhouse Campus Server from your Acer Authorised Education 

Reseller and the server and software will be delivered directly to your school. 

To organise a free trial for your school or to order database set-up service to assist 

with the implementation of your school data into campus, please contact 

Mediasphere on (Ph) 1300 787 611 or email sales@mediasphere.com.au  

Powerhouse Campus will be hosted inside a school network on an ACER supplied 

server. The Powerhouse Campus website will be deployed onto the ACER Server 

using a Powerhouse Campus Image which is pre-installed by ACER before the server is deployed on the network. 

 

 

mailto:sales@mediasphere.com.au
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2.4 Powerhouse Campus Hosted 
 

Virtual Hosted  

Powerhouse Campus will be hosted by DATA SPOT at their hosting facilities. Each website will be setup and run 

from a Powerhouse Campus Image. 

The Powerhouse Campus Hosted Solution provides you with the option to deploy your school intranet on 

virtualised servers. Mediasphere has appointed Data Spot as the hosted service provider. 

This solution means that Data Spot provide all of the support and maintenance for your intranet and provide you 

with additional services such as disaster recovery, data back-up and archive of teacher class pages as part of the 

cost. Mediasphere provides unlimited annual email support of the Powerhouse Campus software and Data Spot 

support the hosted service. 

The cost of the hosting service starts from $1122 inc GST per annum for a 50GB service for your school and 

extends to a 100GB service for $1980 inc GST per annum. Data Spot also offer per student prices for smaller 

schools and solutions for additional services. 

To order the Powerhouse Campus Hosted solution, please contact Mediasphere on 1300 787 611 or email 

sales@mediasphere.com.au   Powerhouse Campus Software Trials can be ordered immediately by completing the 

web form located at: http://www.mediasphere.com.au/downloads-and-trial   

mailto:sales@mediasphere.com.au
http://www.mediasphere.com.au/downloads-and-trial
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2.5 Powerhouse Campus Network  

Network Hosted  

Powerhouse Campus will be hosted inside a school network using an existing server. The Powerhouse Campus 

website will be deployed onto these servers using a Powerhouse Campus Image. The Powerhouse Campus Image 

requires that the server has a software package called VMWare Server installed and configured before it is able to 

run. 

The Powerhouse Campus Network Solution provides you with the option to install the Powerhouse Campus 

software on your existing school web server. 

Mediasphere’s service partner completes the Powerhouse Campus installation using VMware technology. The 

cost of installation is $850 inc GST. Once the software is installed on your server, you can set up your school data 

as part of the SCV import or purchase the School data set-up for an additional fee of $850 inc GST. 

Mediasphere provides unlimited annual email support of the Powerhouse Campus software. Support is not 

provided for hardware issues as it is hosted on your own servers. 

To order the Powerhouse Campus Network solution, please contact Mediasphere on 1300 787 611 or email 

sales@mediasphere.com.au    Powerhouse Campus Software Trials can be ordered immediately by completing 

the web form located at: http://www.mediasphere.com.au/downloads-and-trial   

  
  

 

 

 

2.6 Staff Professional Development  

Mediasphere provides a full school Powerhouse Campus Professional Development program. The program is 

delivered online and schools can deliver the training to an unlimited number of teachers, staff and parents at 

their school. Your school would receive a unique account and your members would logon to access a segmented 

course with text, images and videos to assist with the implementation of the software in your school. 

The license for the professional development portal is for 12 months access and costs $550 inc GST 

To order the Powerhouse Campus Professional Development solution, please contact Mediasphere on 1300 787 

611 or email sales@mediasphere.com.au  

mailto:sales@mediasphere.com.au
http://www.mediasphere.com.au/downloads-and-trial
mailto:sales@mediasphere.com.au
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2.7 Powerhouse Campus License Fees 

Powerhouse Campus offers affordable licences for primary, secondary and K to 12 schools. After the initial 12 

months, low cost licensing applies to annual renewals of the Powerhouse Campus software.  

School Category Year 1 Annual License Fee 

Includes unlimited email support  

Annual Renewal Fee after Year 1 

Includes unlimited email support 

Primary School $3,300 inc GST $1,750 inc GST 

Secondary School $6,600 inc GST $3,500 inc GST 

K to 12 School $7,700 inc GST $4,500 inc GST 

 

Powerhouse Campus School Annual License Fee Year 1 License 

(ex GST) 

Price 

(inc GST) 

Primary School  $3000 $3,300 

Secondary School  $6000 $6,600 

K to 12 School  $7000 $7,700 

   

Software Installation and setςup:       

Installation of the software application on your web server 

$800 $880 

CSV School data import:                              

Import of your CSV files with classes, teachers, student, parent data 

$800 $880 

Online Staff Training for Powerhouse campus:       

12 month site license to a staff training portal accessed online 
$500 $550 

To order Powerhouse Campus, please contact Mediasphere on 1300 787 611 or sales@mediasphere.com.au 

 

Mediasphere Holdings Pty Ltd (ACN 120 008 924) 
Australian Head Office       
43 Metroplex Ave 
Murarrie 
Brisbane 4172 
 

Attention: Margaret McKenzie 
mmckenzie@mediasphere.com.au 
Ph: (07) 3906 3286 
Fax: (07) 3906 3262 

mailto:sales@mediasphere.com.au
mailto:mmckenzie@mediasphere.com.au

